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William B. Feis, Ph.D. is the author of Grant’s Secret Service: The Intelligence War 

from Belmont to Appomattox (2002) and numerous essays and articles on military 

intelligence in the American Civil War. He is also co-author and editor with Allan R. 

Millett and Peter Maslowski of For the Common Defense: A Military History of the 

United States of America from 1607 to 2012 (2012). His latest book is entitled 

“Essentially American”: General Grenville M. Dodge and Family. He is currently a 

professor of history at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa, where he has taught 

for the past twenty years. 

 

  


